\ I 22/12 


Dear Cyril, 

Prior to receiving your letter of the 19th I Imd filed your ^revloiu) letter, not 
inLendiii^V to respond# Periodically I tel.1 myeolf f liavo to imitMjife my position# i^egularly 
I tell myself the hell with it, I’ve I’uined o\ir lives and futures vdth the uork I’ve done 
and trie only tiling to do it get hormit-like, stop \jasting time trying to help other who do 
little or notliing to contribute to wlir.t vre icxow, forget about tiylng to prevent rdotakes 
and bluiiuGre, i'or I cannot, and just got done v/hirt I want to got done so tliat at some pojjat 
we can begin to live like mensclien a^^iaia airvi pcx'haps my rejputation riill not be so destroyed 
that X can again iv»ako a living# 

Tliis Lattiiiicr tldnga is only one asi)ect of wliat I anticipated end wieto others about# 
fou nv^ver roopouded, but perhaps a year ago I wrote you and tolu you I Imd figured out a 
safo vray to accomxdish our purposes, that v/ith I then iiad you and I working togetlier V7©re 
finally in a position to really do something# You never responded# In September or October 
I saw at least two possibilities for hurt to us, and X wrote vailous people, in each case 
trying to avuid imposing lay judge^raent on t>iem and asld.ng tliem to think for thoiaslves ox 
tho laazai-d that to me impended# Not one replied to say i have thouglit tliis llii'ough \fith 
care and 1 see notliing, so wliat do you have in ndnd# Perlipps some, as you, consider theo- 
selves too busy# As in another context and perhaps with too xiuch emption i tried to niiike 
you imderstand, th^ differonce in our (pi#) being busy is tiiat I put in longer liours than 
I think laost are capable of and am the onl^^ one who does it v^itiiout in retitcn getting the 
moans of simplest sustainance# So, when I’m told others are busy, I liave a speoial kindl of 
x^eaction to it. You may roctOi that you advLod pariiraioling# 


B( 5 ginning then I did start to reox*der my life# I iiave mid liavo iiacl a booic tiiat could 
have done ovor^rtriing for us - could not being certainty - because of thuir stupidity in 
using Laxtiraer# I coula not bring it out# DbT, 1 am not going to give any of it away, rogardleso 
of cost, anu if any of tliooe to whom f )iave sliom or loaned or given parts use any of it, 

I iiavo roachad tho point whoro I 11 soe if I can px’otect my rigiits. 

One of tho oonsociii .noes of being busy, espocialiy v/horo moxiey is involvea, is that 
those so busy raaidnrg tioe ruoncy do not have time to tiiink of other tilings# On the other hand, 
iiaving resi/pacd Liysolf to not mtiking mouoy, I do iiave tiiiie to tliink# fiany coLTpioints luive 
boon mado of me, and ont? of the r<iasons 1 asked ouliero to tliink asout wixit 1 foresaw io 
so that I would not liavo to faco of th-se accusations, trydLng to iiiiposo niy views on others# 
Another, obviously, is tlie frailty of man# ferhaps I was wong# Still another is tiiat witlia 
free irlnd, tliLigs I had not considered might su,,gest theiiis^dves# 

I'liG anti-intoilectualism x’oflectud (and o thox’ possibilities I consider loss xiatxering) 
in no major critic of the past -as roost are, Iiaving illouo nothing in years - in not making 
any mGaningful response to this inquiiy shocked me# ^t is ix^rhaps the fabled straw# I do liopo • 
it is, for i nuAst ond tlie groat cost to tiy work tiiat so inany of the r. dc tilings 1 nave done 

represents. I siient xaore time trying to straigliten John Nichols out tiiat it would have taken 

me to T*rrite a book, and the tiiao and effort were wasted# 

Uo I Irnve decided tiiat, to the dogreo oonointent v/itii oiaintadn frioudsliips for those 
like and rcispeot, and such as Sylvia are due the greatest respect, I will vjitiidraw from 
active Ro.sociation with all except those not now doin^r v/ox'k# You oJLso liavu helped teach i 
that 1 must# Can you imagine that I also wasted much time trying to get you to keep your 
promiao to send me those couiilo of pages on the capabilities on spectro and enutron-^act 
"testing. If I Qin not paid for rry tiiio, I pay for it in mxiy ways# I wrote you quito a 

letters to wiiich you never responded, except to toll x.ie wliat didxi*t tell mo wliat I v/ar 

to know, tho capabilities and liraitatious of these tests, and selected by a judgement 
to tiiat I would liavo were I to liave gone to the libx'ary# You also tauglit mo when you 


not bo a vdtnoao for me in njr suit for tlio clothing jictiureo, oven though I had shown you 
some I had and you ohoidd have seen thoir potontial. If you ^d.11 ro-exandno tho letter of 
refusal, you will see that it boils down to tho allegation that it \fOuld cost you money. 

’;'hen I an sometluuc like ^35,000 in liock from tliis work aiau Jwive many other, always cxu'ront 
and ureasing financial problems fron it, I nia the wrorij-: guy to tell tills to, no matter^ 
how polit ly. To tliis day you do not know the capability of tiiat suit, or its sucoeas in 
defeat -or what it could have meant had you aseociat- d yourself with it - or w^-c it could 
have -irevent d that 1 believe iii\p»;nds emd icLll ultiaatuly wiiko it tnoro difiicult to do 
anything about the ;guilty in s<iveraL areas. I saj^ "I b' lieve" because I am aware that perfection 
is not a condition of man aru-. thwit whi.lo i iiave uia.de relatively few rdstakes in an enormous 
amount of writing and woric, i hp.ve made some and kriow X can make more. I would 3dke uo bo 
wrong in raj' present concern. 

As I told you, I had and iiavu fears about vrtiat you an. txylng to do. lou have had no 
genuine intore.et in these ftiars, whether oi' not they an- jixstifiea. how, if I ar.i correct, 
do you imagixie 1 have some IcLnd of margio v/ano. tliat 1 can wave and eliiX'-natc uhc uaneie--. I 
consider possiblo’? I liave no such illusion. I tliinlc tho sicuation is vc-. y baii. 


Because everybody else abtlioated except for talking — anu i.<. there nas been u sin^e 
excentiou, not one iias coraxAinicated it to no — I Imvo undex-takon to copo ^ilth bids in my 
own way. To a degree, I iiavo alx’eaiiy succeeded. I will, ro the limit of my oi.ipahility, do 
what *u liavo been doing unless 1 bocoiio porsxicid’^u it is ulie v/rong xipnroacii. Ss Ion., ai> it is 
wiiat to mo is rn’oduebive, I I’c-main porsxiatlou tliat fox' i.x‘ laid for tlio situation axici for 
my limitations it is tiie right vroy. Tlds relatos to iiattimei’. But it vjill also x’elato to 
■yfliat follows, if axiythiiig. I Im-.va had a somxio outsidu tlivi critical coi.xMunlty, and from that 
source I Icnow not wiuxt lias been told you but that an of SasittjREie^^ Tuesday hiarsliall 
Iiad not oJwiyod you. ^nloss he lied. One of tho by-,products oi tlds is tliat ix you are 
given aoCQoa, and I roiiEiin hopoxul tiiat you Wadl not bo, you lii,’.v.'! uvery ixianon i.o expect a 
bettor public x’eoeptiou that tv lAonth ago seemed pos. ibla. 


Until tho time comes, I vdU tiakc no final decision of whether or not to consult 
viith you if and. vrhen you go in, Conditions arc always subject to clicingo tmd cbunige con be 
rauid. However, when you tell me'^to call collect, nftex’ the last experience, I vri.l]. not, 

I ^1 a bit ocnoitivo about xv/ pauperdom, ospcoially after comuento have been made about it. 


I will you a response to your requesb about t'no px’opor course of action, but I 

will, not no explain it, au 1 would not when I naked others to think. I oxnoct you wdll 
find it xuiwolcomo and will, ignore it. But "the approxndato course of aotiori* to be taken” 
at this time is in my vlevi to demand of iiarshall tkvt at this time he retXise to pemdt 
anyone else to see any of those tilings and to conduct a txfi.l ii-.vestigation ol Jiatuimor s 
report an;t intOigrity.' (You will pretty certainly find, as wliat I liavo has persmdod no, 
thatasil. from bho rubbish he has liroadcast aiid ids fltigrant incom;.etonce, ho is sxi aiiti- 
sendto and a xdght-wing political axtremlot. I a.ok you to keep tlds in confidence. Tiie 
invootige.tion continuoo) . If tlds seeros incomprehenrdblo to you, I am sorry. I will not take 
more time. I'lds te is two separate tJdngs; investigate Battimer and nobo<iy else sees now. 

I toll you tliat lie decided upon Latidmer long ago, and my source can't be i.mpeached. 

Wit;n V'jo make minor ndatakes they ore wagnified. When the wliores malio terrible ones they 
are lionized, Bo, if you intend to males further reoponso to wiiat Latbimor has said, I suggest 
you ask Sylida for the specific answers. Yours on Oswald's maticsmansldp waa true to tlxe situation 
but factually virong....! an genuinely sorry that this situation lias develoixid, but 1 wilx 
not permit it to be a further intrusion into my life, work or worries, when nobody else has 
time ioxoept the wonderful Id.ds), I also don't. I'or your sake, I hope tiiat wliac is possible 
docs not become, the reality, as I hopo that what tlds would then reqidr© of me does not 
confront me. 


iiarold V/eiBl)or{j 


